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mysticism, the appreciation of irrational forces in history and
sensualism.
Jean Bodin (1530-96) was a scholar who mastered the whole
of the learning of his time, and he was also a statesman and a
thinker.1 In the history of political science he is famous for his
theory of sovereignty which he conceived as the supreme and
indivisible legislative power, indispensable for national unity and
harmony. But sovereignty was to him not an arbitrary power;
he believed in a monarchy limited by religious and moral obliga-
tions, by the natural law and by the fundamental traditions of
France. The central idea of his thought is the reign of law, and
he strongly combats Machiavelli's attitude towards law and
morality. The King is practically the first servant of the State,
and Bodin conceives the State as a large family which aims at
peace, piety, justice, fortitude and prudence. He had a strong
sense of the organic structure and historical individuality of
nations, and developed a theory on national character as a
product of natural and social forces which had great influence
on Montesquieu and other founders of modern sociology. Bodin
was proud of French civilization, but also admired and loved that
of other nations, and foretold that the unprecedented rise of the
world's trade and the discovery of America would lead to universal
peace and concord. The whole world would form a single great
republic in which each nation would have its function according
to its particular aptitudes.
Guillaume Postel (1510-81) was a learned mathematician,
professor of Oriental languages, mystic, astrologer and political
writer.2 He hoped to bring about peace and concord between
all nations of the world by the propagation of a universal religion,
law and language. It was the mission of the Gallic or French
race to lead the world to that goal, he called himself a " Gallic
Cosmopolitan " and set his hopes on the expansion of French
power. The King of France was entitled to world domination
and those who resisted were to be forced or even exterminated.
The King, however, took no interest in the project. The mystical
belief in a mission of France to achieye world-unity by spreading
her language and civilization and the connexion of this mission
with a policy of political expansion was shared by many later
French writers.
The  interest   in  human   nature   and   individuality  which
1 Cf, Roger Chauvirl, J. Bodin, 1914; F. Renz, J. Bodin, 1905 ; Beatrice
Reynolds* Propotmts of Limited Monarchy in the Sixteenth Century, 1931.
* Cf. Pierre Mesnard, Uessor de la pitilosophie poMqw au XVI* siecle, 1936, p. 432,